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NATIONAL SEMICONDUCTOR CORPORATION
Item 1.01 ENTRY INTO A MATERIAL DEFINITIVE AGREEMENT

National Semiconductor Corporation ("National" or the "Company") offers the Deferred Compensation Plan
("Plan") to highly compensated employees (as defined by IRS regulations). Under SEC rules, the Plan is considered
a material agreement of the Company. On September 30, 2004, the Company approved a proposal to offer Plan
participants the opportunity to direct investments of their Plan accounts in the Company's $0.50 par value Common
Stock ("common Stock"). All such Plan investments in Common Stock will be made through open market
purchases by the Plan trustee at fair market value. National will not be issuing Common Stock to the Plan. A copy
of the Plan has previously been filed with the SEC. Although Company Common Stock will be available as an
investment alternative once all legal requirements for the offering have been satisfied, the addition of Company
Common Stock as an investment alternative does not require an official Plan amendment and therefore an amended
Plan document is not included with this Form §-K.

Item 8.01 OTHER EVENTS

On October 1, 2004, the Company issued a news release announcing that its Board of Directors has declared a cash
dividend of $0.02 per outstanding share of common stock. A copy of the news release is attached as Exhibit 99.1.

The information in Exhibit 99.1 attached hereto shall not be deemed “filed” for purposes of Section 18 of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, nor shall it be deemed incorporated by reference in any filing under
the Securities Act of 1933, as amended.

Item 9.01 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND EXHIBITS

(¢) Exhibits

Exhibit No.  Description of Exhibit
99.1 News release dated October 1, 2004 issued by National Semiconductor Corporation*®

*This exhibit is intended to be furnished and shall not be deemed “filed” for purposes of the Securities Exchange
Act of 1934, as amended.

Page 3 of 4



SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

NATIONAL SEMICONDUCTOR CORPORATION

//S// Robert E. DeBarr

Dated: October 1, 2004 Robert E. DeBarr
Controller
Signing on behalf of the registrant and
as principal accounting officer
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